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The Committee, by-order, and in behalf of the proprietors 
of the New-Mecting-Houſe in Bellingham return their 


thanks to th& Rev. Thomas Barpwis, for his Sermon 
delivered this day at the Dedication of ſaid Meeting- 
Houſe,” and requeſt a"Copy thereof for the preſs. 


Bellingham 04. 27,1 802. 


Lavaxn Bartzs, 


ELtaB WIGHT, 


Sam't Daxiins, Jun. 


a tt Mt AAA Gre I 


_ 
Rnd 


A SER MON. 
ay” Ul 


IT, Caronicltes vi. 41. 


» 
I 


adn an 


»- ny <= 0 
4 
QA 


- 
” 


SIE 07 Eg IS 40 SIR 
Rs LF EL beet bas 


Go DO . Mao ov 

ae we Moe. w——y wv by 
MN 0 i. As r 
2... *w. ds = - 4 * 


- - 
"» 


« Now therefore ariſe 0 Loxy Gop into thy reſting- place 3 


thou and the Ark of thy firength: let thy priefſis O Lon D'£ ; 
Go be clothed with ſalvation, and let i" ſarnts rejoice? 


:n goodneſs.” 


* 2 


Trt worſhip of the Deity is co-exiſtent,” 2 


with creation itſelf, When the foundations of the? 


| Ns 
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earth were eſtabliſhed, and a compaſs ſet upon the © = 


face of the deep; when the wide heavens were. 


ſtretched abroad adorned with all their ſhining "IHR 1 5 
ties, © the morning ſtars ſang together and the ſons is 


of Goy ſhouted for joy.” 


The.Supreme Archite& beheld with delightful ap- | 


probation, the unnumbered worlds and beings he had 


formed, and received a juſt tribute of praiſe from / 


them all. Can we ſuppoſe that man, the laſt and no- 


bleſt work of creating wiſdom, could remain filent, - 


while ſurrounding nature became vocal with the high 


praiſes of God? No, ſurely; for his heart was origin- _ 


ally formed for devotion, and all the tuneful powers 
of his ſoul were in uniſon with the nates of Angels, 

But the brief manner in which the hiſtory of our 
great Progenitor is handed down to us, does not fur- 
piſh us with a particular account, of the manner; in 
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which, he worſhiped the Dz1Tty in his tranſient ſtate 
of innocency, 

Sacrificial worſhip was updoubtedly inſtituted im- 
mediately after the fall, It is thought probable, tha, 
the blood of thoſe beaſts with whoſe ſkins Adam and 
Eve were firſt clothed, was offered in ſacrifice as a 
typical expiation. The promiſe of a Saviour was al- 
ready revealed, to calm their fears, and inſpire them 
with the hope of divine forgiveneſs. Through faith 
in this promiſed S=z2, Abel offered an acceptable 
ſacrifice to Goo. 

_ Although there were many who worſhipped the true 
God from this period through the whole ſeries of the 
Patriarchal diſpenſation, down to Moſes ; it does not 
appear, that any particular places were built or can» 
ſecrated for divine worſhip. | 

& In the days of Enos,” it is ſaid that « men be. 
” This ts perhaps the firſt jntima- 
non which we meet with in the ſacred hiſtory, of ſocial 
worſhip ; yet we thiok it uncertain, whether they af. 
ſembled at this time, in any larger bodies, than could 
be accommodated in the tent of ſome pious Patriarch. 

I am not inſenfible, my brethren, that the cyfom of 


gan to call on Gon. 


dedicating temples and other places for public wor- 
ſhip, is ſuppoſed by ſame, to have been derived from 

- the 1dolatrous Pagans. But I very much ſcruple, 
whether among all the Writers of heathen Mytholg- 

gy, there can be an inſtance found of a pagan tem- 

- ple, until. after Moſes ereRted the tabernacle in the 
wilderneſs, Fea 


$H 


MA 


Idolatry ' took its riſe among the* Phenecians wh 
long after the deluge, and from them it was comm z- 
nicated to the Egyptians. Yet it appears evideiſ, 
that the Egyptians had no temples in the time of Mx 
fes, or he would undoubtedly have mentioned ther$; 

Hence I think we may fairly conclude, that of ' 


' Fewi/h tabernacle was the firſt public edifice, ever 4+. 


retted for the worſhip of the ſupreme Jznrovan. Eh 
is moſt likely the Pagans took their models from this 
as it is certain they had alſo their ſacred cheſts in im; 
tation of the ark.* b 
This Tahernacle was a kind of portable temphh H 
the model of which was deviſed by Gop himſelf. 
was by ſpecial command reared up in the vilderneh 
with great falemnity, in the firſt month of the ſeconf 
year, afttr the choſen tribes began their peregrin{> | 
tion in the Arabiandeſerts. When all the furniture 
was prepared and arranged according 10 divine 5 | 
pointment, ahd the ark fetin its place, the Almight 
ty ſpread his cloudy mantle upon the tabernacle, a : 
the glory of the Lozp appeared, with ſuch divine; 
effulgence, that Moſes could not ftand to miniltex] 
What a blefled token of Heaven's approbation! ' ; 


that we might feel fomething of the fame, upon this 
preſent occaſion ! TY of 


This tahernacle was moved by the Hebrews from: 3 
place to place, for the ſpace of forty-lix years, they a; 
laſt pitched it jn Shiloh, where it remained until on; 


*} am ſupported i it this epinzon by the indefatigable Myibologift Bans 3 : 
KIrn, and he by HengagTys and Luczan, 
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the death of Joſhua. It was upon a particular occaſion 


removed to Shechem. It was afterwards placed at 
Nob for a ſhort time, and from thence it was carried 
to Gibeon. Here it probably remained until the 


. 


temple was built ; when the ark, and the other facred 
utenſils were removed into that, and the remainder 
of the tabernacle laid afide and diſregarded. 

Purſuing our ſubjeR we are now led to mount Mo- 
nah, a place famed for ſeveral remarkable interpoſi- 
tions of divine providence. Here, Abraham: ereQted 
an altar and bound his Son and laid him upon it. 
His arm was extended with the fſacraficial knife, in 
order to give the fatal ſtroke, when the Angel of the 
 Loxn called to him out of heaven, © Abraham, A- 
 braham! lay not thine hand upon the lad : neither do 
any thing unto him ; for now I know that thou tear. 
eſt God.” | It was here, that David beheld the De- 
fitroying Angel which had carned peſtilence and 
death through the land, with his ſword ſtretched o- 
ver Jeruſalem ready to deſtroy it. Here, Gop ac- 
cepted his ſacrifice and gave the high command, that 
the ſword ſhould be ſheathed, and the City ſpared. 
Here, David determined that the houſe of Gon 
ſhould be built, and that this ſhould be the altar of 
burnt offering for Iſrael in future. Accordingly, on 
this ſnot Solomon eretted the temple, which was one 
of the moſt ſplendid magnificent buildings which the 
world had ever ſeen. Tt was juſtly conſidered as 
the glory of the Hebrew Nation, and the admiration 
of foreigners. yh 
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This Temple was opened and dedicated, with b he? 
utmoſt pomp and ſolemnity. King Solomon him+ 
ſelf officiated upon the occaſion, and in the audiencez. 
of all the choſen tribes, offered up one of the moſt: 

ſolemn, appropriate, and impreſhive prayers, perhaps/ 
ever delivered by man. |« When he had made an; 
end of praying, the fire came down and conſumed: 


the burnt offering and the ſacrifices, and the: glory”: 


of the Loxo filled the houſe ſo that the prieſts could. £ 


not enter in!” Amazing condeſcenſion! How Ws: BY 


derful the love and goodneſs of Gon ? What con-:= 
ſoling! What unequivocal tokens of divine approba-:. F 
tion! Well might they aſk, «+ Will Gop in very. 

deed dwell with men?” It was impoſſible but that © > 


the ſaints ſhould rejoice in his goodnels. 

King Solomon offered upon this occafion twenty- 
two thouſand oxen, and one hundered and twenty -: 
thouſand ſheep, and all Iſracl from the entering in of; 
Hamath to the river of Egypt, a very great congre- bÞ 
gation, kept a ſolemn feaſt to the Loxv ſeven days. * 
The Prieſts waited on their offices, and the Levites 
with inſtruments of muſic which:David had made to :; 
praiſe the Loxp, becauſe his mercy endureth forever. ] 
After the folemnities were ended, Solomon ſent the 
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people away unto their tents, rejoicing in the good- :* 
neſs of the Loxp to his people. tp 
The paſſage choſen for our preſent meditation, is p 


taken from the concluding part of this excellent and 4 
comprehenſive prayer. 
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8 
* The text contains thiee itfiportafit petitions ; each 
correſponding, I conceive; with our wiſhes and feel- 
ings, uþ6n the preſent occaſion, 

We will now proceed to confider thei; in the ot- 
der in which they are placed before us in the text. 

1: The eternal Gop' is ſolemnly addreffed, to 
vouchfafe his conftant gracious preſence in the houſe 
now built to the honour of his gredt tame. . All 
the monuments of id6latry which were ever deviſed 
by the ingenuity of man; were only deſigned to 
fetgn that to be preſent which the ſtypid worſhipper 
believed to be really abfent. Our religion will ap- 
pear etjnally abſurd, unleſs we confidet Geo preſetit 
with us: Our prayers and praiſes muſt be an un- 
meaning ſervice upon any other ſuppofition. 

But the Petition means more than the acknowl. 
edgement of the Omnipreſence of Gop. It deſires 
his Tpecial approving preſetice, by which he commu 
nicates his love and goodneſs to his people; 

We know of nothing on earth, which bears 4 
greater reſemblance of heaven, than a ſolemn, de- 
vout, religious, aſſembly; worſhiping in the fear of 
Gob, and bleſſed with ſpecial tokens of the divine 
preſence, This 18 indeed a little heaven upon earth ! 
and the heaven which we hope for in the world of 
glory, will be ultimately the fame. 

A conſciouſneſs of the divine preſence; infpires 
the ſoul with the ſublimeſt ſentitnents, of the infinite 
purity and holineſs of Gep., It raiſes in us a guſt 


9 
deteſtation of fin. It engages all our immortal pow- 
ers in the moſt delightful aQts of adoration and praiſe. 
When Gov is pleaſed to favour us with his gracious 
preſence in the ſanQuuary, we enter into the feelings 


and adopt the language of the young ſon of Iſaac, 


when wandering lonely through the wilderneſs ot 


Beerſheba to Padanaram, ** Surely, ſaid he, Go is 2 
this place and I knew it not ! This ts none other but the 
houſe of Gop | thes 1s the gate of heaven !” The joul, 


that is favoured with the divine prefence, enjoys a . 


heaven, let him be where he may : even it ſfepara- 
ted from friends in a dreary defert. 

With what ſacred eloquence does the pious Pſalm- 
iſt, expreſs his delight in the ſanQuary and ordinances 
of God? * How amiable are thy tabernacles O 


Loxn of hoſts. My ſoul longeth ; yea, even faint- ; 
eth, for the courts of the Lono : my heart and my *' 


fleſh cry out for the living Gop.—Blefſed are they 


that dwell in thy houſethey will be ſtill praifing.thee.” 


It is undqubtediy the defire of every devout wor- 
ſhipper when he repairs to the ſanQuary, to meet his 


Goo, and to enjoy communion with him. What en- + 


couragement you have my dear brethren, to hope, 
that the bleſſed Jz$vs will meet with you, when you 
call to mind his gracious declaration ; * Where two 
or three are gathered together in my name, there 
am I in the midſt of them.” It is alſo ſaid that %. The 


Lox loveth the gates of Zion, more than all the :: 


dwelling-places of Jacob.” 
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His mercy never overlooks the humble foul, who 
| worſhips in ſecret where no eye ſees, but God alone. 
Nor is he leſs pleaſed with the morning and evening | 
facrifice of the pious houſe when they aſſemble a- 
round the family altar ; 
& Bit makes a more delightful ſtay, 
Where churches meet to praiſe and pray.” 
Although the Moſt High dwelleth not exclufvely 
In temples made with bands, yet he has graejouſly 
faid, * In all places where I record my name 'there 
will I come unto thee, and bleſs thee.” O that it 
may be ſaid of this houſe, as Ezekiel faid of the City 
he had been deſcribing, * and the name of it ſhall 
be from this day, tit Lond is nin.” 
If Chriftians are exborted not to negleR the aſſem- 
bling of themſelves together, it is certainly neceffary 
that they ſhould have a Tuitable place to affemble in. 
Tt muſt ever be conſidered as a mark of irreligious 
indifferency, when a people negleQ to build and 
keep in decent repair a houſe for the worſhip of Gop. 
When ſuch-a defign is on foot, there are often thoſe 
who Tpeak in the language of diſcouragement like 
the ancient Jews; * The time is not come, lay they, 
the time that the Lok »'s houſe ſhould be built.” But 
mark, my hearets, the reply which Gov made by the 
prophet, *IsIt time for you, O ye, to dwell in your 
eciled houſes and this houſe lie waſte ? Now therefore 
thus ſaith the Loxv of hoſts confider your ways. Ye 
have ſown much, and bring in little; yt eat, but” fe 
have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled with 
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drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm,; = 
he that carneth wages, putteth them into a bag with. 
boles. Thus ſaith the Lozxp of hoſts, conſider your: 
ways: Go.up' to the mountain and bring » 00d, - 
and build the houſe ; and I will take pleaſure; in its. 
and I will be. glarified, faith the Loxp.”* Can you : 
not my brethren this day reply ? © Logo, it. is done? 
as thou haſt commanded.” < Ariſetherefore OLoznt 
Goo into thy reſting-place, thou and the Ark. of thy. 
firength.” , The latter branch of this petition now ins; 
yites your| attention, . F 
The Ark was one of the moſt ſignificant articles; 
of the ceremonial diſpenſation ; and was highly tyPy. 
ical of the divine Saviour. The Jews revered it as 
conneRed with the divinity, and their enemies trem-" 
bled at its approach on the ſame account. | Its impor? 
tance demands a more particular deſcription;,— J 
We obſerve ia its matevials two qualities ciftinQ i ig. 
their nature ; the. one periſhable, the other not ſar: * 
It was made of a yery precious waod and overlaie: 
with gold ; repreſenting as we conceive the humane 
and divine nature of Jzsps Cunisr. The Mercy: 
E- ſeat, oyer which the Shekinah, or ſymbol of the diy 
vine preſence was ſeen, was made of pure gold. Thi; 
ſerved as the lid or covering of the Ark, It was twe : 
cubits and a balf long, and a cubit and a balf broad” 
On each end of the mercy-ſcat there was a Cheruby 
Vith its wings extended, meeting each other over ths 


Center of the Mercy-ſeat, Each of their faces wers? 
4 Hay, i. 3———4$, F 
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inclined inwards, looking down upon the Ark. Does 
not this very ſtrikingly repreſent the great myſtery 
of Redemption, which the angels 'defire to look into ? 
Md does not this mercy-ſeat naturally condutt our 
thoughts to the throne of grace, to which we are in- 
vited to come boldly to obtain mercy to help in ev- 
ery time of need. | 

After Moſes had broken the two firſt tables of the 
Jaw, the ſecond, inſcribed by the finger of Gop, were 
depofited and kept in the Ark, The law was brok- 
en by the firſt Adam, but the ſecond faid, « Lo 1 
come (in the volume of the book it is written of me) 
to Co thy will, © Gop.” « Thy law is 1n my heart.” 
Here it was preſerved intire, 

The golden pot, which contained the manna, and 
Aaron's rod which budded, were either in, or by the 
Ark. Did not this manna reprefent the life ſuſtain- 
Ing Saviour ? «I am, faith he, the bread of life. Your 
fathers did cat manna in the wilderneſs and are dead. 
This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, 
that a man may eat thereof and not die. I am the 
living bread which came down from heaven.” This 
is the * hidden manna,” which none ever did, nor ev- 
er can taſte, but ſuch as receive the & white ſtone 
and new name.” 

Aaron's bloffoming rod, gave a viſible proof to the 
Congregation, that Gop had choſen and feparated 
him from his brethren, to miniſter before the Lozd 
in the prieſts office, and that he had not run without 
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from the ſtem of Tefle,* which at that time looked 7 
unlikely to bring forth a Saviour, as Aaron's dry roe” 
did to bud and bloſſom and bring forth almonds: 
We may alſo obſerye, that it is the Rod of Cauxisr's;' 
ſtrength ſent out, of Zion,f which diſtinguiſhes his 
true miniſters from thoſe who are not ſent by him. S 
The Ark, in our text is called the Ark of Gov's A 
 ferengtk : And has he not made the man of his right- ! 
| hand ſtrong for himſelf? © Behold faith be, I haves 
laid help on ons who 1s mighty, Ons who 1s able,” 
to ſave even to the uttermoſt. Yea on one whom the”: 


- 


prophet tiles © the Micury Gon.” wet 


- tr 


The uſe of the Ark was alſo typical. It was car-:: : | 
ried by the prieſts into the midſt of Jordan, in or--. 
der to open a paſſage for the choſen tribes intg the” > 
land of promiſe ; And has not Jzsvs our great High 3 
Prieſt paſſed through the Jordan of death, and opened*.- ; 
a way for all his ranſomed people to the heavenly Ca-,: 
naan ? The Ark is ſaid to have gone before the chil? 
dren of Iſrael to ſeek them out a reſting-place : And;* 7 
did not the bleſſed Jzsus ſay, «1 go to prepare a” 
place for you ; and if I ga and prepare a place for |- 
you, 1 will come again and recelve you to myſelf, -: 
that where 1 am there you may be alſo.” 

.. We farther obſerve; the Ark was made uſe of to 
ſubdue and humble the epemies of the Gov of I. 
rael, The praud walls of Jericho fell before it; h | 
ſo the loftineſs of man is brought down by the A; 


ing of the Croſs. Falſe religion has fallen before the i | 
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14 
light of goſpel truth in-many inſtances, as Dagan did 
before. the Ark. | 

We add once more; the return of the Ark to the 
City of Dayid after it had been long abſent, cauſed 
great joy. Soin like manner, when the blefſed ]- 
$Us returns to his people by the influence of his ſpir- 
it, and revives his work in the hearts of his contrite 
ones, and gathers precious ſouls to his arms, they re: 
joice with. exceeding gladneſls, 

Upon the whole, the petition under conſideration, 
pleads, that as Gop uſually manifeſted himſelf over 
the mercy-ſeat which covered the Ark, that he would 
now look on the face of his anointed, and bleſs his 
people in Cxx1gT Jzsvs, with the gracious tokens of 
his love, whenever they ſhould meet in his houle : 
Andif we fincerely loye him, and keep his command- 
ments he will not deny us his preſence. *If any 
man love me ſaid Jzsvs he will keep my words, and 
my. Father will love him, and we will come unto him 
and make our abode with him,” 

But I haſten to the Szconp petition in the text. 
6 Let thy prizfts O Lord Gov, be clothed with ſaloa- 
fron.” Although no particular order of men under 
the goſpel diſpenſation, are diſtinguiſhed by the appel- 
lation of prieſts ; yet the office of Elders, Paſtors, and 
Teachers, correſponds in ſome degree to that office 
under the law; as both were appointed by Go to 
_ miniſter in holy things, to explain the ſacred Oracles, 

and inruQt the people in the ſolemn duties of reti- 
- gion. We ſhall therefore accommodate the petition. 
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iſtry, when he ſerit then out to evangelize the nations. . 
« (0 yes ſaid he, into all the world, and preach "_— | 
 'golpel to every creature; (that is to all the finful race” 
of Adam.) He that believeth and is baptized wan” 
be ſayed ; he that believeth not _ be Ny rt 7 , 


15 
is the miniſters of the goſpel diſpenſation; and ex-* 
plain the ſubjeft in this light. | # 
And firſt; to Elothe fignifies to Eover and adoth.; Þ 
The ſacred ſeriptures' repreſent all mankind while it: 
their natural fate, as in a naked forlorn condition, 
deſtitute'of a righteouſneſs which can hide their rior=" 
al pollution. How very unfit muſt any one appeats.r 
who ſhould engage in the great work of preaching” 
the goſpel to others, who had never felt-its influcnce” 
upon his own heart; or who ſhould attempt to con-- 
vin& his heaters, that they will be expoſed to ſhame? 
and condemnation in the great day of accounts, un-'* 
tefs clothed with 'the righteouſneſs of Curr, and 
yet himſelf deſtitute of it, 7 
The prieſts under the law wete clothed and adbinel: s 
in a pecular manner by Gpp's appointment. Their + 
clothing and ornaments were no doubt typical of the. 
righteouſneſs of Cunisr, and the graces of the Ho-- E 
LY Serx1Ty with which every true miniſter 1s adorned. b; 
But Secondly. 'To clothe, may alſo fignify to inveſt > 
with authority. Therefore to be clothed with falva- :; 
tion, ſuppoſes, that as Miniſters of Cartsr, they are 
ſent in his name, and by his authority to publiſh ſal- ; 
vation to a guilty, world. 5 
This ſentiment, correſponds with the great Com- + 
taiſſion given by our Lox to his diſciples in the min- 
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"That the primitive miniſters of the goſpel were 
clothed with ſalvation, we have the fulleſt teſtimony 
of all who heard them. The Damſel at Phillippi, 
poſſefled with a ſpirit of divination, hearing Paul and 
Silas: pray, had her attention ſo arreſted that ſhe fol- 
lowed them many days, crying as ſhe went ; © Theſe 
men are the ſervants of the MosT Hicn Gov, which 
ſhew unto. us the way of ſalvation.” Such was the 
convittion of one who had not yet renounced the 
ſervice of Satan. 

Thoſe who love the truth as it 1s in [zs8vs, will al- 
ways love them whoare ſent by him to bear the joyful 
news of falvation. Hence, the Prophet Iſaiah looking 
forward to the dawning of the goſpel day, breaks out 
in the following joyful ſtrains ; © How beautiful up- 


on the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth 
good tidings, that publiſheth peace, that bringeth 


good tidings of good, that publiſheth /alvagon ; that 
ſayeth unto Zion, thy Gop reigneth.” 

All the important bleſſings of time and eternity, 
are connetted with this ſalvation, No wonder then 
that the ſaints ſhould pray, that thoſe who come to 
them in the name of the Lord ſhould be clothed with 
it. If it were only a ſalvation from ſome temporal 
evil, it would be defirable; but 1t magnifies it to an 
infinite degree, when we conſider that it ſaves the 
ſoul from fin here, and from everlaſting puniſhment 


hereafter. 


Thoſe who are really clothed with this falyation, 


feel the moſt tender concern for their Year fejlow- 


Tr & 
men, that they alſo may be made partakers of if 
They know that the impenitent finner who negles 
it, ſhall not eſcape, They can ſay with the; holy Az 
poſtle of the Gentiles, « I endure all things for th} 
eleQ's ſake, that they may obtain the ſalvation whic 
is in Jzsus Cursr, with eternal glory.” 

The great end of all the inſtitutions of religion, if 
to promote the glory of God in the ſalvation of bi: : 
people. And may 1 nat addreſs you my dear hear: 
ers to day as Paul did his audience at Antioch in Pj.: 
ſidia. | * Men and brethren, children of the ſtock of? 
Abraham and whoſoever among you feareth Gop*; 
unto you is the word of |this ſalvation ſent.” 1 

Does Gon indeed clothe his Miniſters with falva;; 


E: 
vu ; 
Y a Bd 


- 
= 


Wy: 


tion, and ſend them in his name to proclaim it to you 6 
And can you; nay, dare you negleQ it? How can; | 
you expe to eſcape if you ſlight ſuch amazing love L 
How aggravated muſt your condemnation be, if you; 
continue to trifle with the overtures of mercy, and” 
go down to everlaſting ruin with the ſound of falva? 


tion ringing in your ears !—-< But beloved, we hope-* 


better things of you, and things. which accompany” 


ſalvation though we thus ſpeak.” "28 
We proceed now to the Tx1zD, and laſt Petitions; 

in the text; 5* and let thy ſaints rejoice in goodneſs.” j 
Goodneſs is one of the diſtinguiſhing attributes of 

Deity. Were it poſlible to conceive of a Supreme « | 

Ruler without it, the thought would fill the mind with: > 

terror and dread. But could never inſpire, either, 

confidence or love. | oF 
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When Moſes beſought the Loxp to ſhew him his 
glory; he was anſwered ; I will make all my good- 
neſs to paſs before thee, and I will proclaim the nanve 
of the Loxd—E&c. If this is to be taken as ani an- 
ſwer to the requeſt of Moſes, it leads us to this con- 

| cluſion ; that the goodneſs, or benevolence of Go, con- 
ſitates/the chief glory of the divine charafter. 
hi govanefs is tatyped upon the broad face of 
creation, and diffuſed throughout the gtobe.-It Hines 
i the San + it falls in the ſHowers ; ahd diftils in the 
gentle dews. We enjoy it every day, in every thing. 
We inhale it in the fragrancy of Spring; we taſte it 
inthe delicious fruits of Summer ; and we enjoy it int 
the fabRantial bleflings of Autumn. In the fine fan- 
guage of inſpiration we exclaim, © Thou crowneſt 
the year with thy goodneſs, and jo. paths _ fat- 
neſs.” 
""Fkis bleſſing is excluded from no part of the uni- 
verſe; the dark world of hell excepted. There, 
| go0unefs never extends its cheering conſolations, 
nor hope ſheds a ſingle fay of comfort ; 
«& But darkneſs, death, and long deſparr, 
Reign in eternal filence there.” 
" Vativas are the bleffings with which we are ſur- 
rounded; yet every good, and every perfet gift, 
comes down. from- the Father of lights, with whom 
therwis no variableneſs 6r ſhadow of change ! If we 
enjoy health, or friends, or profperity in this world, 
*we& Owe all to the goodneſs of -Gos. If he fees fit 
. to deny us the bounties of his providence; we are 
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uw - 
ſtreighteped on eyery. ſide and perplexed. with war wank. : 
But if he ſmiles upon us and blefſes us in our baſket” 
and ſtore, we axe enabled to anſwer the yariqus calls; 


of domeſtic duty, and devote. a part to gid the im-! 
portant intereſts of religion. 


it 
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In the immenſe preparations which David mhads to: 
wards building the temple, he conſidered all zs com; i \ 
ing from the munificeht hapd of Gov. He ſeemg. to; 
be overwhelmed with gratefy| attoniſhment, in, TC4: 
fletting upon what he had dane. + Who am I, ſaig- 
he,-and what is my people, that we ſhquld be able toe 
offer ſo willingly after this fort; for all things coed? 
of thee, and of thine own have we given thee.”. Da-;. 
vid did not conſider the Almighty, much indebted ig! 
him after all, He had only been indulged the pleaſe: 


ure of giving back a ſmall part of what Gov had hes” 


towed upon him. 7 
Nothing can be more calculated, to draw forth Foy 
grateful affeQtions of the pious ſoul, than to refleR ſe: 
rioufly upon the goodneſs and mercy of God, The 
thought of this, ſoftens the heart of marble; ang:- 
obduracy itſelf is ſometimes ſeen to. relent. The: 
impious wretch who laughs at the thunders of Sinajr- 
and whoſe conduR defies omnipotent power, is cats : 
ly diffolved and ſubdued by the influence of divine; 
mercy. F 
But the goodneſs mentioned in the _—_ is tg be: 
underſtood more eſpecially of a ſpiritual nature. I; 
refers undoubtedly to thoſe gracious communica: 


tions, which God is pleaſed to make of bimſelf to hi; 


people, from time to time in his fanQuary. & 


20 


Let thy ſaints rejoice in goodneſs ; that is in the good. 
neſs of thine houſe.—In ſeeing and hearing of the 
proſperity of Zion, In ſeeing the finking church 
ariſe from her ruins; the boundaries of the Redeem- 
er's kingdom enlarged, and the everlaſting goſpel ex- 
tending its influence from ſea to ſea, and from land 
to land, 

What rich experience have the ſaints in all ages 
Had, in waiting upon Gov in bis holy temple. Here 
they have had their doubts removed, their fears 
quelled, and their hopes ſtrengthened and confirmed. 
How very perplexing was the ſtate of Aſaph, while 
relleQing upon the proſperity of the wicked. His 
feet had well nigh flipped ; for he began to call in 
queſtion the reality of religion, and was in doubt 
whether the wicked were not upon the whole happj. 
er than the righteous, In vain did he urge the phi- 
loſophy of the world to remove his doubts, all was 
myſterious, ©& until he went into the ſanftuary of 
Gon.” Here the vail was withdrawn, and light di- 
vine broke in upon his ſoul. « Then ſaid he, un- 
derſtood I their end. Surely thou didft ſet them in 
Nlippery places ; thou caſteſt them down into deſtruc- 
tion.” He faw them hurled from the pinnacle of 
their immaginary happineſs, © and plunged into 
deſolation as'in a moment.” Well Aſaph, have you 
any thoughts of giving up your religion now? or 
can you any longer envy the proſperity of the wick- 
ed? Do TI not hear him anſwer ( O no; I have had 
« glimpſe of the great .day of retribution, and am 
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baleticba that all © they who are far from Gon 
ſhall periſh ;* let their worldly circumſtances be " 
they may, I tremble to think of the precipice I & 
lately ſtood upon! But 1 bave learnt this much by: 
the trial,” * that it is good for me to draw near 9% 
Gon. T have put my truſt in the Lozp Gon, that 1: 
ſhould declare 'all his works.” Y 
Again, how do the ſaints rejoice in gooenefs, whers, 
ſetting under the found of the blefled goſpel, ane 
enjoying its precious' Ordinances ; eſpecially whet; 
permitted to come around the ſacred board of thei? 
Crucified Loxy.” When Cnrxisr makes [himſel:. 
known to them in the breaking of bread. When bs 
addrefles them in the language of his love. « Fat 0: 
friends, drink O beloved, yea, drink abundantly: 
Here indeed they are indulged” with a © feaſt of fat? 
things; of wines on the lees, well refined.” © - 
The bleflings of public ſocial worſhip are incaleu* 
lable. The intereſts of ' morality and piety depend? 
eſſentially upon it. Where the inftitutions of relic. 


$2 


YE 


gion are diſregarded, and the public worſhip of Gon” 
negleQted ; you will generally find, that vice: imm0:; 


rality, and a univerfat depravity of manners prevail, 


Nl 


But by uniting in afts of focial worſhip, we animate; X 
each other inthe race of virtue, and kindle the de-? 
caying ſparks of piety in our breaſts into a generout; 
flame, © Asiron ſharpeneth iron, ſo a man ſharpene* 


£4 


eth the countenance of his friend.” | WH 
You are not ſtrangers, my Brethren, to David's feel! 


ings when he laid, « I was glad when they ſaid ung, 
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Ie us go. into.the houſe of the Lozp. Our feet 
| ſhall ſtand within thy gates, O Jeruſalem,” &« Blefſ- 
' ſed is. the man whom thou chooſeſt, and cauſeſt 
to approach unto thee, that he way dwell in thy 
courts : we ſhall be ſatisfied with the goodneſs of thy 
houſe, even of thy holy temple,” The heart of this 
good man was ſo intenſely placed upan. the: worſhip 
of, God in. bis houſe, that he preferres it above his 
chief earthly 1 19Y+. ; The ſplendors of a throne, and 
the pleaſures of a royal court, were. all ſunk and ab- 
ſorbed in the pleaſures of the temple, « Qne thing 
faid he have I delired of the-Loxo, that will 1 ſeek 
after.” David, we feel anxious to. know what that 
good is, which thine heart i is thus ſet upon? Is it t9 
fill thy coffers with the fne gold of Ogker, that pe- 
culiar treaſure of kings ? no, 1s it .ta enlarge the 
boundaries of thy. kingdom, and. thus extend thy 
power and prerogatives? no, is it the deſtruſtian of 
;All thine, enemies and the .undiſtuibed enjoyment of 
thy throne-to thyſelf, and poſterity ? nog—lIt is fim- 
Ply this, © that I may dyellin the houſe of the Lozp 
all. the days of my ble, to. behold the beauty of the 
Lox, and to enquire in his temple,” Happy man ! 
How privileged aboye the .common, fate of kings ! 
I might dwell upon this delightful theme much log- 
827, but I ſhould then have; to break off .in the midſt 
of may ſubjeR; for it. will pever come toa cloſe. Tt 
is as immenſe as the nature of Gop, and will contip- 
ue to Yow, through eternal duration. ..4 O that men 


would Praiſe the Loa. for ;his goodneſs, and for his 
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wonderful works ts the childret bf ten f! for tie far-; 
:sfieth the longing ſoul, and flteth the hungry al; 
with goodneſs,” Re 
We paſs now to ſome iniprovethent of the fab. 
jet; from which we learn, 1ſt. That the cuſtom of: 
building ahd dedicating places for the public worſhip 
of Gov, is ſanflioned by the divine <p probation, 
and encouraged by examples the moſt ancient and 
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honourable. 
You have then my Chriſtian Friends trod on ſafe 


ground, in your prefent undertaking. We truft thay” 
6 nothing has been done through ſtrife or vain glory.” 
But that a regard to the honour of Goo, and a laudz 
able defire to maintain the religion of your venera* 
ble anceſtors, have inflaenced your conduR. Wy 
moſt cordially approve of the honourable exertion! 
you have made; and from out hearts wiſh you abuii 
dant bleffings in this houfe of the Loxd, We hops; 
that many others admoniſhed by your condud, mg; 
emulate your examples; and * go and do likewiſe” 
When David firſt contefved the defign of buildiy; 
a temple for the Gov of Iſrael, he was ſtruck with 
this thooght ; '*# 1 dwell, ſaid he, in an houſe of {+ 
day ; bin the Ark of God dwelteth within curlaing,” 
As if he had ſaid & T bluſh for my palt neglea! | 1 
for the prophet Nathan, that I may learn the wilt f 
Gov in this matter :”-—And although not permits | 
to boild the houſe as he had dehgned, inaſmuchzas 
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ſtruſt his way thither. 
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reſtrition, nor even a.plea of inability to offer; and 
yet let the houſe of God lie waſte ; its covering tat- 
tered and torn by the winds ; its windows broken ; 
its doors ſtanding open, yet ſeldom frequented, un- 
leſs by. the fleecy inhabitants of the Common, who 
may occaſionally, take ſhelter in it from the rays of 
the ſcorching ſun ? Surely we ſhall think their love 
to Cux1sT is at a very Jow ebb. 

What a happy contraſt now meets our eyes. Will 
not the pious Traveller as he paſſes this way point to 
this beautiful houſe and fay ; * Here, is another no- 
ble monument ereRQed to the honour of Chriſtianity.” 
Will he not breathe his defires to Gop, that it may re- 
main a firm bulwark againſt the depredations of infi- 
delity, and that blefſing immortal may deſcend on the 
people who worſhip here ? 

- But 2dly. Our ſubjeR teacheth us, That the moſt 
ſplendid temple which human art can ere, will 

lack its chief glory, until God is pleaſed to manifeſt 
his preſence i in it, and make it the fixed abode of his 
word and ordinances. It is the manifeſtative prel- 
ence of Go in his temple, which renders it the de- 
lightful reſort of his ſaints and people. , Not the elo- 

quence of the preacher, nor the ſacred ſongs of Zi- 
on can ſatisfy the pious worſhipper, if the preſence of 


.Gop be not realized. The language of the Chriſtian 


is like that of Moſes; *1f thy preſence go not with 
us,. carry us not up hence.” It is the thought of 
meeting Gop 1n his temple, whigh-animates the hum- 
ble. believer to overcome the difficulties which ob- 


How. often has the mourning Chriſtian who we af pk 
lorrowing to meeting, returned rejoicing home. 'Kt F . 
4 language of his heart; now is, « Blefſed be Ge: 794 

Fl who hath. made us.to:ſet. together in heavenly _plags 
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in Cur137 J£3us,” He feels a ſweet ſavor of divis 
things upon, his ſou), and. can truly fay, | 
: 6 Oos day amidſt the place | 
'Þ Where. my dear. Gop hath been, , 
| Is ſweeter than ten thouſand days 
Of pleaturable fan.” 
+$.1n ſuch ſociety as this 
My weary foul would reſt, 
The man who dwells where []zsys is 
Muſt be foreyer Diet.” 
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ariſe O Loxy Gon into thy reſting-place, thou 2 
the. Ark. of thy ſtrength.” O thay it would pleiſ 


- ÞY reſt forever; here will I dwell; for I baye | 
" Gired it. Lwill abundantly bleſs her proviſion 
will ſatisfy her poor with bread ; I will clothe 
prieſts with falyation, and her ſaints {hall ſhout al 


for ; 1oy."* Eyen ſo come-Logy ]e3s, come quigk- 
ly, with power and great glory. 'Take up thine A 


bode with this people, and rule and reign in thzir 
hearts without a rival. [ 
But 3dly. Our ſubjeR leads us to enquire, whet 


er ſomething is not yet wanting to complete | 
* Pſa, cxxtii. T4. 
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ſervice of the bouſe and ſet it in order ?— Yes, 
my Brethren, you want an aſcenſion gift; a miniſter 
clothed with ſalvation to go in and out before you, 
and break to you the bread of life. A paſtor after 
God's own heart, one whom he will delight to own 
and bleſs. Perhaps you readily afſent to this, and 
enquire, + What ſteps are to be taken, and how are 
we to obtain fucha one ?” TI would not preſume to 
dictate, but with modeſty give ray opinion. In the 
firſt place no doubt you ought to look to the great 
Head of the Church, the Loxp of the harveſt, who 
alone can furniſh faithful labourers. Perhaps if you 
were to ſet apart a ſeaſon for faſting and prayer, you 
would not find it a loſt opportunity. But Brethren, 
you muſt not only pray, but alſo take other ſuitable 
meaſures to obtain a public gift. We do not wiſh 
you to-aft precipitately ; nor will we entertain a 
doubt, but that you wiſh to have the goſpel reſettled 
among you, as ſoon as you can find a charafter in 
whom you can all unite, 

"Your fituation appears truly inviting ; but are 
there not ſome obſtacles in the way ? Will you in- 
dulge me the freedom which Paul took with the Co- 
rinthians? © TI hear ſaid he, that there are divifions 
among you, and I partly believe it.” * If this be in 
fac your caſe, you will apply his exhortation to your- 
ſelves. * Now I beſeech you Brethren, by the name 
of our Loxv Jzsus Cuxrisr, that ye all ſpeak the 
ſame thing, and that there be no diviſions among you ; 


* 3 Cor, xi. 18. 
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mingd ad} in the ſame judgment.” * of 

But do I not miſtake ? Can it be that the ; 
children of Gop ſhould ever for a fingle momznt 
feel their affeQions alienated one from another ? Gn 
thoſe who have often gone in company to the boble 


of Gov, and enjoyed ſweet communion rogetherz,n 
his holy ordinances, ſuffer any fling. occurrence? 'o 
ſeparate them ; and yet remain content? Surely his 
cannot be the caſe, unleſs your love is waxen cot). 
Could we admit the thought, that the ſpirits of the 
juſt made perfeQ flill feel an intereſt in the affairg)f 
mortals; I ſhould ſuppoſe that the venerable Shi&le 
of Alden was this moment hovering around hi 
crowded Aﬀembly ; pleaſed to ſee this temple deif}- 
cated to the honour of his divine-Maſter ; and dis- 
voutly wiſhing that the glory of this ſecond hows 
may be greater than the fizſt, by being more hot - 
oured with the preſence of the Lox Mzsstan. Bia 
would it not damp his joy for a moment, though x) 
the manſhons of bliſs, to perceive that any unbapff7 
diviton among you ſhould ſeem to impede the pr 
reſs of truth. Were he permitted to addreſs you, 
from the inviſible world, would he not ſay, * My ti, 
tle children, for whom 1 travailed mm birth that Canis, 


might be formed in you the hope of glory. Though ſepariy 


* x Cor. i. 10,-The difference of opinion among the Members of a 


Church, on ſome particular points, has not been occaſioned by the bulditls 
of this houſe ; but has ariſen from ether cauſes. s 
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01 fro from you by the wate of Tenth, 7 have not ceaſed to tart 
for you. See that you Yall not 'out by the way. Let all 


Bittern?fs, and wrath, and evil ſpeaking be put away ; and 
be ye kind one to another, tenderkearted, forgiving one an- 
ate} tben as Gob for Citisrt”s ſake hath Jorgroen you." 

Live in love and prace, akd the Gon of peace fhall dwell 
with you. Then ſhall 7 rejoice in the day of the Lozp, 
hat T did not Yun in wading nor laboid in vain ; but ye ſhall 
be my joy and crown of Hjoicihg.” Remember, though 


«dead, he yet Tpeaketh,” 


Is it not the indifpenſable duty of thole who love 


% &ht Lond Jevus Cixist, to endeavour to maintain 


the nity of the ſpirit in the 'bohtis of peace ? ©« Be- 
hold, How'go6d and how pleaſant it is for Brethren 
eo'avell together In whity'f* 'Pleafant indeed. It 
aGRFUTes a delightful Fragriticy, like the holy anoint- 
Ing vil; 'that 'wis poured bn the head of Aaron, which 
run down upon the beard, yea, dowh to the very 
ſkires of his garmetits, overfpreading'the whole mit! 
Tts influence gentle and tefreſhing, as the dews of the 
ſummer evenings, which deſcended updn the moun- 
taihs'of Zion! Where this is indeed the caſe, we 
tray always hope that * the Loxp will 'comimand his 
bleſſing even life forevetthore.” 

'Biit T fear T have already intraded on your pa- 
tence. Aﬀey words of addreR muſt therefore Chefe 
the. ſubzeR.. 

Much ref petted Breth 72h "thd' F3 iehds 'of this Conpre 
gation. i 
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Shoiild 'we rel} you, that the regard which yc you” 
have ſhewh to the hohour of religion it building this? 
houſe, mtets oar "cordial approbation, n woald bs; 
faying little. We truſt you Have the ap proba; 
tioh of heaven ; and that Cop will bleſs this work. X 
of your bands. 1t gives vs peculiar pleaſure to fihdg: 
that you have procceded with ſo much harmony and*” 
Peace. We hope you will continue to purſue thoſe” ' 
things which will eventually make for peace, and-/: 
which ſhalt edify one another. 

We ſincerely unite with you in devout afcriptions; 
of praiſe to the Almighty RuLrzn of the univerſe ; gf 
whoſe ſoyereign pleaſure governs alike all events, } 
from the revolution of an empire, down to the fall. wy 
ing of a ſparrow. Under his benign auſpices you” 
bave proſpered thus far ; and on bis divine benedic-! 
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tion all your future proſpeAs depend. £ 

ColleQed from different places, we cordially wn, 
pite with you in the worſhip of Gow in this newly.s : 
ereQed temple; and by the. religious ſervices of this,” 
day we folemnly Dedicate this houſe to. the honour of? 
bis.great-name ; to be, and remain forever hereafter 
facred to the worſhip of the Tx1unz Gop. Whilſt, .: 
theſe doors ſhall. be cheerfully opened to the faithfulS, 
miniſters of the gofpel, who preach the truth as it is in*; 


os. 


Jzsvs, though of different denominations ; may they#, 


Pd 


remain forever cloſed againſt ſuch as © corrupt thes 
word of God,” and who caule to err from the right 
Way. *Þ 
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To theſe hallowed courts, my Brethren, you will 
conſtantly repair, and eſteem. it your higheſt pleaſ- 
* ure to worſhip Gop in the © beauty of holineſs.” 
Here, may you often. proſtrate yourſelves before 


the mercy-ſeat, and with humble penitent hearts im - 


plore all the bleſſings of the new and everlaſting 
covenant, both for yourſelves and for your children, 


O that your prayers may come up as a memorial be- 
fore Gop, and be offered upon that golden altar, 
which ſanRQtifieth both the gift and the giver, and 
maketh the comers thereunto perfett., Here may 
the precious goſpel be ſtatedly preached, with the 
Hory Gros ſent down from heaven: And while 
finners who feel the arrows of truth ſhall cry out in 
diſtreſs, * what ſhall we do to be ſaved!” May the 
ſaints who know the love of Carisr, ſhout a loud for 
Jo. 

Brethren, our hearts defire and prayer to Gop is, 
that you may be ſaved. That the beſt of heaven's 
bleſſings may deſcend and reſt on you, and on your 
children; and to your children's children to the lat- 
eſt generations, That Gop would favour you with 
his life giving preſence, whenever you aflemble in 
this houſe. O that the ſon of David would reign 
here, and hold a laſting undivided throne in eachof 
your hearts. That he may here © ſee of the travail of 
his ſoul,” and not only have © the dew of his youth,” 
but may Hoſanna's burſt from thouſands of infant 

tongs, to him who came to 0 bleſs them in the name 
of the Lon. 
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viduals give account to God for all our condut ins 


ing and dying in your fins, and of being forever lep-:;: 
arated from the preſence of Gop and the Lans ?:; 


too late. 
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In concluding my ſubjeR, this reſpeflable audiy; 
ence at large will permit me to addreſs a few word$* 
to thern, 1 in the plain, but fincere language of truth. 
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Religion is a ſubjeQ which equally concerns us all 
To know the only true Gov, and Jzsus Cuxisr"? 
whom he hath ſent is eternal life, This knowledge; 
is not ſpeculative, but experimental and pratical” 
Do you my hearers know theſe things? Do you loves 


Jzsuvs CxxrisT more and better than every other? 


Mb 


Ts 


good ? Have you the witneſs in yourſelves that?: 
Cars is precious to you ? Can you in finceri-# 
ty ſay of the ſaints, © they are the excellent of he” 


earth in whom'ts all your delight?” Do you love? 


| the place where Gop's honour dwelleth? and are; 


you glad when they ſay unto you, «let us go into thets 
houſe of the Loxy?” Or are you ſtrangers to theſe:: 
things ? ll 

It is all-important that you ſhould know the great? 
things of religion for yourſelves, as we muſt as indi-;z 


this preſent world, If you continue impenitent, how F 
will you bear to meet that Saviour whoſe goſpel you: 
have treated with negle&, and whoſe love and mercy; b; 
you have ſlighted ? Can you bear the thought of liv-# 
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O that you would think of theſe things before it is 1 . 


TY 
PAY. 
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A #89 death, you; Will then, unite with all, " | 


'* 3 et (ara that Je upon the. thrones and. 14g ets: 


Dn. the ther hand; if you ves the blefled ]zzvs, 
nd endeavour. to walk in. all the * commandments 
and. ordinances of the Lozsn-blameleſs;” then you 
will take delight in approaching unto Gov. - You will 
facredly regard the Loxy's day, and honour all the 
inſticutions of religion ; preferring the proſpericy of 
Zi00, above your chief joy. Walkipg.on in obe- 
dience tO the divine. commands, you willfnd « 6 wil. 
dom's w43y4 tv be. pleaſanineſs, and all, her. paths 
peace.” If yow axe of that happy number who 4 wor- 
ſhip the Earusr,indpirtand:in, truth,” and $ ferye 
Gans abe;gitipel of bis, San,” you may hope, after 
a ficy,more revolving funs.to meet. inthe New Jeruy 
{fJlem;aboue, in that boly happy. City which St John 
deſcxibed, in «hich be fays be ſaw uo. temple; $f far 
Ihe Lozp, Gov. Auniewury, ond ihr Lat-dr. the 
Fample of it.”, Where all-the redegmed;pillions wil 
finally meet, and ſpend the vaſt round of etcxrginty; in 
admiring and adoring the , infinite pericftions of :]x- 


ox 4Þ ſhining in the face, of Ham who: &l/sthe.mid- 
= Ms: throne. Far. remgved from. this yorld pf 6p" 


| myriads which: continually ſurround ihe. 4 
ſcribing * Blefings, and honour, pd: gig'y, 


"forever, and euer.?  Gop grant this to -be the an: 
| <aſp of us all far Copies fakes - GIN 
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